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Bude Wins £200,000 To Tackle Climate Crisis 
 

Community environmental groups secure Lottery funding 
for Bude-area climate change projects 

 
Bude Climate Partnership, a group of 12 local community organisations, has been awarded 

£200,000 by the National Lottery Climate Action Fund for an 18-month project to investigate, test 

and develop ways to protect the Bude area and community against the impact of climate change. 

 
Led by Bude Coastal Community Team, the partnership’s successful bid for Lottery funding will 

enable the Bude area to develop its community response to climate change. It follows the 

declaration of a Climate Emergency by Bude-Stratton Town Council in September 2019. 

 
The funding – one of only 15 projects chosen from 650 nationwide applicants for Lottery funding – 

will be used for a series of studies and pilot projects that will investigate the best ways for Bude to 

deal with the climate crisis generally and in specific areas, such as tourism, agriculture, local 

transport, the young and the elderly. 

 
Rob Uhlig, Chair of Bude Climate Partnership, said: ‘This is a fantastic result for Bude. It will 

make a big difference to our community’s ability to face the challenges of climate change. As a 

coastal community in a remote, peripheral location, Bude is particularly vulnerable to climate 

change. This funding will help to ensure our economy, residents and businesses can find the best 

ways to protect our precious way of life and our beautiful coastline from its effects.’ 

 
‘The Lottery told us that one of the factors that sealed it for us was the enormous amount of 

environmental work already done by the Bude community. All that passion and hard work greatly 

improved our chances.’ 

 
Bude Climate Partnership brings together the skills, experiences and interests of a wide variety of 

local environmental and community-interest groups. Its seven core members comprise The 2- 

Minute Foundation, Bude Cleaner Seas Project, Connect Bude, Westcountry Rivers Trust, ReFill 

Shop, Repair Café and Bude Coastal Community Team. 

 
The funding award is a notable success for Bude Coastal Community Team, which was set up to 

help the Bude area’s councils, community and businesses collaborate on environmental, social 

and economic projects. 

 
Rob Uhlig, who initiated and led the bid with the help of Bude Coastal Community Team, 

added: ‘Bude Climate Partnership is incredibly grateful for the support and guidance of Bude 

Coastal Community Team in securing this funding. Without BCCT’s invaluable advice and hard 

work, I have no doubt that we would not have been successful. BCCT really made all the 

difference and we’re very lucky to have it.’ 



The 18-month project involves 12 schemes and initiatives delivered by the core members. The 

findings and experiences will be shared with other organisations and communities in Bude, 

throughout Cornwall and in other coastal and remote locations. 

 
A community carbon audit and studies into tourism, local transport and Bude’s large retiree 

community will examine our local carbon footprint and find ways of protecting our economy and 

residents against climate change threats. Other studies will assess the physical impact of climate 

change on our coastline, countryside and town. 

 
Work with farmers and landowners will investigate how to protect our landscape and examine ways 

of using land and rivers for carbon sequestration. A series of initiatives, including videos, podcasts, 

toolkits for schools and the community, an online virtual community climate change hub, and a 

climate change conference will engage with different parts of the community. 

 
The project has the support of Cornwall Council, Bude-Stratton Town Council and the Cornwall & 

Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership. It aims to help the community play its part in helping 

the two councils reach their target of carbon neutrality in Bude and Cornwall by 2030. The project’s 

affiliate partners, including A Greener Bude, Budehaven Community School, Climate Action Bude 

and Transition Bude, will also be supported. 

 
Nick Gardner, Head of Climate Action at The National Lottery Community Fund, said: “We’re 

delighted that, thanks to National Lottery players, people and communities across Cornwall will be 

taking action to reduce their carbon footprint and demonstrate what is possible when people take 

the lead in tackling climate change. 

 
‘From 25 years of funding environmental projects across the UK, we know that local community 

action is at the heart of delivering solutions that not only minimise the impact on the environment, 

but also offer additional benefits that people and communities can reap. In the last few months we 

have been reminded that communities truly understand their places and spaces, and so often play 

a vital role in responding in a crisis, and we’re confident with people in the lead communities can 

tackle climate action and responding to the climate emergency.’ 

 
-ends- 

 
 
For more information please contact: 

Bude Climate Partnership: Rob Uhlig 01288 488239 or 07798 801181 (robert@robertuhlig.com) 

Bude Coastal Community Team: Ian Saltern 01288 355969 or 07932 306940 

(community@budecoastalteam.org.uk) 

 
NOTES TO EDITOR: 

Bude Coastal Community Team is a volunteer-led Community Interest Company working to 

maximise economic, social and environmental benefits for the Bude area via community 

partnership and collaboration. It is a project-based organisation that links local councils, 

businesses, voluntary organisations and community-minded people. In 2019, BCCT signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding with Cornwall Council, Bude-Stratton Town Council and Cornwall 

& Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership to prioritise the delivery of projects under BSTC’s 

Neighbourhood Development Plan and BCCT’s Economic Plan detailed in the Bude-Stratton 

Strategic Programme. 

 
The National Lottery Community Fund launched a new £100 million Climate Action Fund in 

September 2019 to enable people and communities to take the lead in tackling the climate 

emergency. Funded by the largest funder of community activity in the UK, it aims to build a network 

of people and communities, well-placed to drive change within, between and beyond their 

community. The new fund was launched as the level of concern over climate change continued to 

rise, with 80% of the public saying they are very or fairly concerned about climate change. 


